SENATE OF PUERTO mt 8

Kennetl D, MoClintoek !
Progident

I appeared before this Bubeommittee for the first time 31 years ago, on
January 20th, 1976, at the age of 18.% Since then, two things have happened with
complete certainty: frst, 1 haven't gotten any younger, and secondly, the
argument that-I've heard the most to exeuse 108 yeurs of Congressional inactlon
15 that the Afmetican chlzens i Puerto. Rico have to speak with one voice to
resclve the stalid dlemma, o standard that hasn't kept you from dealing with
other highly divisive damestic fasues, such as racisl segrsgation® «in the past-
andd, e recently; ofl detlling bn the ANWER the protection of the Everglades”
and the very delieate issne of irmmigration reform,

U] By baisen aily abelinige Senator Briv the Mow Propeessive Pirty since 1993, 1 correndly T my
forgeth vy, From T999 o 2000, Tolalred the Conmmitieg o Federal amd Jiconomic Affaivs and
frorh 1994 to 2000 1 nlsh chadiid the Goverdment A Comnyifies, T served as the fra Hispanic
Chafemat of thie Counell of State Cvermments dueing 1999 aned as the second Presiclemt of the
Parlidimenitiey Conferense of the: Anterichs In 2000, Prom 2004 to 2004 1 was the Senate Minority
Leadet amd i 2005 becgme the titeleonth President of the Sgite.

* Floarings by tie Terrftoriad ancl trmular Affairs Hubeomurdtter of the Comnitiee on Interior aned
Insubar Abfalis, Joutary 205 1976, San fuarf; Puerto Rito, Alneng numeércits ather appearances
before Congresaondl comemities; T alap appaated bfore the Tl Committes ou Resouress of the
Uited Stifes House of Represantaives on Al 19, 1997 1n Ban Juan, Pudto Rico regarding HR 856,
bensosers s e Y oung B,

3 ¥ & wmt*klidwri Fxlsmriml Faich st oulien Presidint Lyndon Jobusson stgned the 1964 Civil
ftights Act, e would fell aide B Mayars:that with-a stroke of @ pun i had fost defivered the
Boulh to tie Grad O Pity for the forescsabile fitire. As Senator Bavack Cbamu bas b,

Prastdent Johmson ¢hose fhe “rght side of the battle”, notwithstanding the fact this was, and has
boen; the most divisive fssuy oue Counitry bas ever faced, Obdma, Barack, THE AUDACITY OF

HOPR THOUGHTS 0N KB, AIVING TUE AMIICAN DREAM, Crown Puldishers, p. 27, 2006,

+ Ser CRSdwsue Biief BT, Sxeic National Wildlife Refuge. (ANWRIChnzgvarios for the
1B Cotigrogy Septamber 290, 2004,

“ See latpiffwwwamartanparknetworkicony/parkin fo/content.agp?catid=R%contentty pelds=1d
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Ag President of the Senate, may ['temind you that two years ago, Puerto
Rico spoke with one voice when a historic trispaitisan unanimous vote in the
Senate was followed by a unanimous vote in the Fouse in favor of a measure’, in
which every one of Puerto Rico’s elected senators and representatives voted for a
referendum in which the People of Puerto Ricd would ask the Congress (o
commit to resolve Puerto Rico's status dilemma. Unexpectedly, Governor
Acevedo vetoed the bill, after having made the conmitment that he would sign it
ay it was approved,

Since then, the White House fssued its réport, and, in spite of the
Governar's thexplicable veto of the bill, two-thirds of Puerto Rico’s Senate
supports FLR. 900 and opposes HLR. 1230,

FLR. 900 would provide a “reality check” for Puerto Rizans to choose
among the real status options that have support in the territory - continuing the
curtent tecritory status, U5, Statehood, independence, and nationhood n a troe
free wssoctation with the U5, -

The bill is based upon the findings and reconunendations of the
President’s Task Force on Puerto Rico's Status established by President Clinton
and coraprised of senior appointees of President Bush who consulted with
Puerto Rico's leaders and studied the issue anew, They generally agreed with the
CHntol Admindsteation on the options,

From the past Co-Chairman of the President’s Task Force, Mz, Rubsgr
Bartales, 1 know that the two step-choice. progess was proposed in deference to
Gov, Acevedo, who wiongly insistec that the miajority of Puerto. Ricans hac
always supported “commenvwealth”, and who opposed the Puerto Rican people
chowsing among all the options, ‘

“Commonwealth” is understond In Washington to refer to Puerto
Rico's territory status, The evidence is that Puetto Rieans do not support it, but
16 poe cin be sire until there is a vote among real options. The only time that the
status as it exists was oh the ballot — in 1998 - it teceived less than one-tenth of
one percent of the vote, Many commonwealthers voted for "Nong of the Above”

* Substitulive of Mouse Bills 1014, 1054 and 1058
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along with many “independentistas””. Cotnmonwealtters did so becaise they
were told by the cirrent Goviimor that was the way to vete for the
“Pavelopment of the Commonwaalth” proposal. (See the article inedrporited
into my full statement?) This demonstrated why fedpral action is needed ©
clarify the real status options and was the reagon that President-Clinton agreed to
egtablish the Task Force during a meeting with leaders of all three local partigs.
T the 1952 refarendum, thers was no “commonwenlth” status option on the
baltot. A propesal for a “comtronwealth” - different than the present - won the
1967 referendum, but it was rejected by this subcommittee’s predecessor,
Another proposal for a "eomimonwenlth” diffgrent than the present obtained a
sHght plarstty over statehood In 1993, but it was not accepted by the Clinton
Adn‘ximmmfinn of congressional Jeadars. As former Governor Flerndrfdes C oldn
Tas writtan, “all factions do agree or the need to end the present undemocratic
areangemert”™ « angl this is illustrated by the statig proposaliof the thred partios
angl of the faction of the “conunonwedlth” party that supperts free association,

The éurrent political status of Puerto Rico iy, without any doubt, subject
to the Terstorial Clause of the Conatitutton of the United States. Bome
"commonwealth” supporters defend the current political status stating that it just
negdds some development, fre the direction to a non-territortal Compmernvwgalth
gtatus. Stnte what they call "commonwealth’ i 2 territorial status, a nore
territary "tommonwenlth” status is by definition an oxpmaoren.

i The fatal flaw of Governor Acevedo’s FRR. 1230 fs et it includes an
impossble propogal as an option and excludes 3 veal sitas. The excladed el
gtabds 1y frow asopiation, which Agevedo oppuses but is supportixd by a growing
faption withifi hiy party. The impossibla proposal fs the “eommonwealth Status”,
g the testimony of the Congressfonal Research. Sarvices comgtitutional axpert
wder tlenr at tha last hearing and wag not rebutied lwy Agavetto’s constitutioral
xpart at the heardng,

Regpeatied statemants of Acevedo and his representatives and statements
in:the “Development of the Cotnmonwanlth” proposal iteelf, as to the putpose of
the convention that H.R. 1230 would support, make clear that the. non-tereitory

*Spaptish for Pro-Independence voters,
B UPUMY il commenwealth definition”, Sar Juan Stox, Oclaber 17, 1998,

s #Dusing Right by Puesto Rico: Congress Must Act”, Foreign Affaits, August 1998,
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“vommonwealth statng” is intended to be Gowarnor Acevedn's “Devalopment of
the Commonwealth?, This proposal hag been rejected a8 hmpossible - for
constitutional and basic policy reasons » by the Clinton Administmtion and every
Congragsional leader who has comumented on it, as well ay by Presicint Bush's
Task Forge. Under the proposal, Puerto Rico would be a nation tp which the U5,
fs permanantly bound, with the power fo enter into International agreements; but
the U4, would also be permanently obligated to grant a subsidy, in addition to
the presént one, new incentives for UB. investment, all currenl assistance to
Puertd Ricans, free entry to any goods shipped from Paerto Rico, and U5,
citizenship, Pederal laws would apply and the fedéral courts would rule but only
te tha extent agreed to by the local goverament™, |

Truteting a fecoral law [sting a ron-territory “commionwealth status” as
an option, wher the intent of the proponents is the "Development of the
Commonweslth” proposal, would be to invite Paerto Rito to choose as its stattis
prefererce a proposal that Congress cannot, and would net grant - a'eruel hoax,

Another fundamental flaw of FHUR. 1230 s thal it 18 d&?&i‘fgtmizd o vesultin
a “stacked deek” against ong of the veal options, stateliood, and produce an
artificial majority for the “commonwealth” nationhood proposal. As stated by
Tocal senators who support Gov. Acevedo’s proposal! the plan Iy to form a
eonlition with Prodndependence voters and other natonalists in 3 copvention )
outvate statehood delegates, “Independentistas” and othed natioradiste would .
© probably ngree, also knowing that the “somimonwaalth” progosal would be
rajecteil in Washington, leaving true nationhond as the only optibr,

FLR, 1930 is also lesy democrafte than HR. 900. Under FLR. 900, the
people would pid Punrte Riew's proposed status, Under FLR, 1230 a convention,
lkely to be comprited of politicians, would select amiong the statug proposals for

the people and e people would only be able to dceept or réject the salected
proposal. Thig 1s. intended to corner the people it accephing.a pwpneﬁl that
thay would otiwrwise not choose by majority.

0 Qo L‘chibit 1, “Popular Democratic Party Mevilopment of the Commonwealth” approved by
the Governing Board of the Popular Democratic Party On October 18, 1998,
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The purpose of the “constitutional convention” in HLRI230 s different
from that of e constitutional conventions Puerto Rico held. in the carly 1950,
avthorized under the Conatitution of Puerts Rito, held by the United States, Yeld
by the 50 States, and held by all four other populated current territories. The
purpoese of tose constitutional conventions was to-erganize governments ymder
an already determined political status; the purpose of this “constitutional
corivention” would be to choose a status.

Finally, as the Congress decides whether to act to dispose of the territory
ar admit it a5 a new state, you should ask younselves for how much longer do
you balieve that Congress should be empowered to make newdfyl tules and
regudations, and keep us as the territory we've been for over a century:

The segregationist vision that permeated the US Supreme Court
majotity opinion in Plessy versus Fergugor in 1896 spilled oved into e firat of
the Insular Cases which suggests that Congress could keep coloniss forgver.™
Justice Harlan, whose dissent in Plessy' became the unanimons opirion of the
Court In Browns, stated in his Ing sl Case dissent his belief that the Tereilories
Clause of the Constitution. wag never intended by fs antl-colonfal drafters to
fustify 108 years of colonialism! '

163 ULG, 537 (1896). Plassy, 15 the 15896 cose in which the United States Supreme Court ducdared
congtltutional the sepirate and ungqual treatment of Afro-Asgriean cittzeng. a case which was
laver “steviek cown in severs) contemporary chses, notably Brown, s Boand,of Bebasation. of
~ Totake, 347 LIB-483 (1953), which held that separate ib inheremtly unedqual.

A Thafollowling ate known as the Tnsukar G Gases: DelimnyaBidwll 182 1.8, 1 (1901); Goate
Licihteet Syatus, 182 108, 221 (1900 Dooley. v tdaited Staten 182 116, 222 (1901) Anmstronk.
Apited States, 182 ULE. 243 (1901 % Rowiies.y, Bidwell 162 L1, 244 (190T) - Linsnst e 6 s Yo
Lﬂl&h 2 Rige B 'wm%lm T 182 0%, 302 (1901). Far a eritica) discusston of the colowiafist dostring
st fm thdn the Indular Cases, see Juaticn Toiruelfa's dissent I lmﬂmﬂ,&;g igﬁga JLS, 417 P,
145, 188166 (2005,

@b Plesswnovelermason, supre po 559, Maran's dissent stated: that “blut in view of the
Costitution, 0 the eve of the law, therg Is i this couriry no superor, dominant, maling class of
citheens, There is no caste hare, Our Coustitution s cotorblind, argl veither kiows nov tolafates
clansen among citizens, it respact of chvil rights, all eitizens e eiqual before the faw.”

¥ Supra Foptnote 12,

i Dowines.y, B AL supre, p. 380, Harlan's dissent stated that "[the icden that this country
mav dequive tervitories anyiwhere upon the earth, by conguest or freaty, and hold them as mere
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view that separate-but-g wl  forever, be B piddl or geographical, i
constitutional, of Justice Hatlaw's view that Puerto Rich cafiiot be frdated
differently forever?

As Justice Harlan, 1 belleve that the Clause’s drafters, who only five
years bafore had won a war againgt colondalism, never intended for you to
continue tuling indefinitely over Puerto Rito as a laerifory, If you ghare our
pelief, inaction is no longer an ltednative: The only dlternative is to egtibilsh &
process that will allow you to dispose o the teprtory. of Puerto Rico or atlmit us
into the Unton, HR 900 clearly vends Pugrto Rico on that path. :

Thank yow

golonius or provinces, «the.people inhabiting them to ejoy onty sach rights as CLOngress-chooses
to accord to them,-—is wholfy inconsistent witly the spirit and gerits, as well as with the words, of
tie Congtitutian.”
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Fachibsit 1
POFULAR DEMOCRATIC PARTY
DEVELOPMENT OF THE COMMONWEALTH

The people of Pucrto Rico, in the exercise of their sovereiguty, their nataral ri ght to self
government and their free will ss uldmate sources of their political power, hereby
veaffivm the validity of the Commonwenlih estiblished as an autonorous political body.
that is niither colonial or tervitorial, fn permanent union with the United Btates werler a
covenant that csanat be invalidated or sltered unilaterally and proposes ils autonomic
developinent, The felationship between Pugrto Rico and the United States will cominug
to be baged on eommson defense, market wid currency and. on the frrevoeability of the
.8, eitizenship, acquived by birth and protested by the U.8. Constitution,

This relationship guardnress the autonomous development of Pueito Rico bused on the
demogratiu prévept of goverdment with the consedt o f the governed and the recognilion
that Poerto Rico is w oation with its own history, idivsyneracy, culture and Spunish
ladipage, ‘

To achieve its moximumn ecoroniie progress ol well-béing the people of Puerio Rico
propose to develop Cotmmonwenlth retining all the powers that are not delegated fo the
United States, Under Pueite Rico’s fsonl dufononyy, ecofivirie developmeit avens will be
tdentifled in which joint action can piodiee fobs and other Benefits for both parties,
including the Hexibility-in the use of fedeval finey, providing that progeams of direct aid
w imdividuals will contifue as they are presest, The Commonwealth will be able to enter
into sonuneraint and tax agresmenty, among thers, with other commtries, und balong to
. vegional and Tridenntional; entities, eonsfstent with fhe conioi intereaty of defonse and
security-betwegn the Utiited States sodd Puerto Rivo, ax agreed to in the covenant,

Otive the request, fr the deveiopiment of the people of Pugrto Rico is approved, o
Cohgtitaent Assembly will be ealled to nggotiate with the U8, governmint the terms wnd
conditlons of the govenant, which will inetudls o inechanisim to approve the application of
legislation pproved by the U4, Cogress,

ARTICLE 1 - PUBRTO RICAN IBENTITY
A, PURRTO RICAN NATIONALITY

Puetto Ricans have a commen higtory, idiosyneracy, suliure and lartghage that
constitute a specific natignality séparate fiom that of any other vation,
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B PUERTO RICAN CUIIZENSHYP

Persuns boen in Puette Rico are Pusrto Rican eitizens by birth and thelr Poerto
Rican. citizenship i wansmyittuble to thelr descendants as determined by the
Commonwealth and would bave the vights, privileges and obligations that derive
from it

ARTICLE 11« BASIS OF THE UNION

The wion between Puerio Rico and the United States will continue to he based on the
followving fondaniental elements determined by Puertp Rico freely and in agreement with
e Uinited Statps

A COMMON CITIZENSHIP

People born i Puefto Rico will continue to be eitizens of the United States by
birth arwd this citfzenship will continue to be protected by the Constitution of the
Uniited Stakes ang by thiy Covenant and willnot be unilaterally revocable.

B, COMMON DEFENSE

The United States will maintsin. mithority and responsibility over defeise mattets.

This will inchuder the: same responsibility for the: defense of Puerto Rico- and its
Im()plu as the United States and s pm:xp]e,, denying and [miting wmilltary or
strateile adeiss o Pueto Rico to any fordign power, maintaining thi bases ot
other military stallations cumrently operating in Puerte Rico as well as the.
Watfongl CGuand; sipuliting that the case of the Munieipality of Viegues will be
the obfeet of the highest attention in agrewment with the legitihate call of s
residents; und, ainy additional néed would be considerid and dealt with ihr«:mggh
spegitie and separate agreemnents,

€. COMMON CURRENCY
"The .8, dolldr is and will sominie to be the f:.u:rr@n;*:y in Pugrto Rico,
D, COMMON MARKET
A commen market will continus o exist between Puerto Rico and the United

Btafos, by which. the free flow of goods aind services between the two countries
will gontinue,
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ARTICLE TH -DIFERIBUTION OF POWERS
A, BELF GOVERNVMENT |

The Commonwgalth empuates fom the power of the people to govemn
themselves, ﬂpd for that seagers, the people of Puetto Rien vetain all the powers
that Wave not been delegated to the United States,

B, DELEGATION.OF POWERS

The powers related to the Féderal laws related to defense, carrency; U.S.
citizenship, Social Seeusity, Medioare, unemployment inswrance, banks and
brokerage, Postal Service and fhe programs Tor providing social andl educational
asslstiinge to citizens and viterans are delegated to the United States. In addition,
international relations are delepated 10 the extent congisted with this Covenant,

. SHARED POWERS

Arens of speaial cooperation will beddentified in which the United States axd the
Compionweslth will exerige shdrod” powers for the benefit of both people
throgh tlre process established In Asticle XIL '

ARTVICLE IV « BIGHTS OF CYTIZENS
Ar CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS

The U8, citizens residing n Puerto Rico will be pratected by all the iights,
privileges and ivmunities grutited by thia Constitution of thy 1 nited States and the
Conunonwenlth,

B, CCONOMIC BENEFITS

The Federal proguins that provide social and educational assistance directly to
Puarto Rieo's residents, such 48 the Nudeitional Asilstance Progiam, Fell Granty
md educatiotial lowds, ampuy othiers, will contibue and be guided by the
applioabld Federal and Sate regulations, '

The United States recognizes as aoquited rights Federal programs for veterans und
Socinl Secwiry, Metlicare, and unemployment isurance benefits Tor which
Pusrto. Rican sworkers tnd employers have made and will eontinue o make the
corresponshing Federsl conteibutions.
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ARTICLE V ~ ECONGVIC DEVELOPMENT
A WITHUTHE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

To promote Pusrto Rico's economic development, and considering the prevent
dind fiiture relatlons between Puerto Rico and the Unifted States, thie U8, conmrmits
to: provide the Cominonwealth an anhual block grant adjusted for inflation, so the
Ciovermment of Puerto Rico can continue to provide social assistance, develop
public works and infragiructure, and provide incentives for the ereation of jobs
and socioeeonomic development,

The U8, aod Puerto Rico will identify and agree on aress of ecobomic
devetopment in which joint astion will produce jobs and other egoiemic eiefits
for botli parties, including the creation of special incentives programs tor
inveattiont in the islands. '

B INTERNATIONAL

The Commonwealth will have contrel over international tradeand will establish &
policy @ protiote ity maximum economite development. To thit affert, &t will
have the capacity to enter iato commereial and tax agreenionts, smony others,
with othey: countrics, consistent with the common intefests of the defonse. and
security of Puerto Rico and the United States.

The Commonwealth will be able to entar into international agreentents and Irelony
fo veglonal and intwerational organizations consistent with the common inferests
of the defense and secarity of Pugrto Rico and the Utited Siates.

‘e United States commits © suppott the patticipation or membigeshil of Puerto
Rico in the agresments and otganizations to which this mticle refery,

ARTICLE V1 FEDERAL LANDS

“The Government of the United Hintms will transfer to Puerto Rico the fatsels that

fiow- it bas v Puerto Rico with the sxeeption of thuse lands that are used ot eotrimon
defurise or that are necessary to exercise the powers delegateil in this Covenant,
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ARTICLE VIT = AREAY OF SPECIAL c:-ﬁ(?’l?ﬁékj:zh{flﬁm:

Puerte Rico mnd the Unjred States will establish other areas of specigl goopgration
tntetided to gharantee the quality of ife of Puerto Ricans and fu tontinie nourishing from
the eollective expuriences of institutional and local development o hoth peoples,

For the sake of an orderly and calm future mnd developrmient in havmony with the eultyeal,
spititual, peyehiological, and economic nature of both peoples, Puerto Rico and the United
Staten commit lo joindy determine strategies to: control drug trficking regulate
comirunications; protest the borders from illegal immigration: protect the environment
and recognize guarantees of mutual benefit consistent with infexnativnal fules; prometo
new basts for coaperation hetween workers and management; deal with natural. disastors,
share technological advimess fn the sectors of agricdlture, mediding, plitiscology,
criminal justice, and other disciplines in the areas of Nawiral and Sodial Bclenses and
Humanitis,

ARTICLE VIHT - FEDERAL COURY

The Fedaral Court will have jurisdiction aver matters that arise fiom; provisions of the
Constimion of the Unjted States and of the Feders] lasws that apply to Fueite Rico
condlstent with this Covenant and ot i violation with the laws of the Censtitution of
Pugrto Rico, Spantsh and Boglish will be the olficial langages of that court,

ARTICLY IX ~ RESOLVING DISPUTES:
A, NEGOTIATION COMMITTER

Any controversy about the intetpretation of this Coversnt will e rosplued
tarougly negotiations between the partics to this Coveripnt that s the Chodted States
and the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico. In all nejotiations, the Gonmuonwesltl of
Puetty Rico will be tepresented by a negotlating conmittes of three (3) meinbers
appointed by the governor avd confirmed by seventy-five pisiceit (75%) of cach
of the two (2) legisiative houses of Puarto Rice, '

At letidt, try (2) f-the three (3) members of the cornmaltes shdtld believe-in tie
potitical philogophy deseritied in this Covenant, that {3, be Comtonvaaltiers. In
fis. sume marmier, the United States of America will b vepresenied by n
committee-of three (1) members appointed by the Presidenit of the Unifted Stites
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B, COMMISSIONTO RESDLYE DISPUTES

f it is not possible to resolve 8. cotitroversy throuph a negotiation bgtween this
parties, the coptioversy Will b subiiitied to the Commission fo Resolve. Disputes,
This commission will have Bve (5) menibers, two (2) appoilited by the
Conmonwealth of Puerto Rico, two () appointed by thie Uhlted States of
America and o fifth meinber appolated by majority of these four (4), The tive (§)
mambers. will select a ghafroan from thelr membership. '

Decisions of this Commission In disputes between the Governmenits of the
Commonwealth of Paerto Rico and the United States of Anerica regaiding e
interpretation of this Covenrnt will be flnal and firm.

ARTICLE X - LEGALTTY
The agreement between the people of Puerio- Rico and the. govetrmnent of the Unibed
States of America will have the force résognized by the congtitutional and internationsl
rights in force as-a bilateral coveuanl that rechgnizes tights aid delegates powers, bstd
on munml consent that canoot be unlatsially fehouneed or altered.

ARFICLE X1 « BYMBOLS

The symbols, flags and hymns of the Commonwealth of Pugrto Rico will coitioue to by
a8 at present,

ARTICLE K1) - OTHER INTERNATIONAL ASPECYS

The Commenwealth of Pusrto Rigo will retain fthe authority to raiify ciltural,
- eduestional, sclénttlic dod sports agrestents.

ARTICLE X1 « NEGOTIATION

a, Omoe this dévelopnient proplisal 1§ apjiroved By the. people of Puaste Rico, a
Constituetit: Assambly witl be called that-will negetiate with the Covemigit of
the Undted States the tems aid couditiong of the associition bitweeh Prerte Riet
ard the Uniited States qnil the dpecitie deufing of such agreement on-bahal Fof tw.
people of Puerto Rico. This Constituent Assembly will not be able to atopt
proposals that undsemini of eancel the ndate expressed by ths people vf Puirto
Rico or that undetmines the prevepts of common citizenship, market, currancy
an defengs, or against the Puerfo Rickn national identity.
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b. The Constitinent Assembly will design-aid propose to the Government of the
United States a mechanism for s Sposific. agréermient régarding the application of
legislation approved by the Congress-of the United: States after the adoption of the
covenant and that the people of Puerto Rico wish to have extended to Puerto Rico.
The people of Puetto Rico will elect a Restdent Cammissiongr who will represent
Puerto Rito belore the Government of the United States and whe will be
considered a Member of the U8, House of Representatives for purposes. of all
legistative matters that have to do with Puerto Rico, but whose role will also be
extended to represonting Puerto Rico before the Executive Branch of the United
states.

¢, The main political patties of Puerto Rico will be represented in the Constituent
Assembly and will be able to nominate candidates to be part of the assembly,

d. The Covenant will ke é;ffm:t after it hag Bsen riegotiated and approved by the
Govornment oF the United States and the Constituent Assembly, and it has been

approved by the people of Puerto Rico in & referendum called for that purposs,

¢, Any changé to the terms of this Covenant will have to be approved by the
people of Puerto Bico i o special vote condueted consistent with fty domonratic
provesses and jnstifutions. ‘

f. The Constituent Assembly will not have authority to alter, modify, amend,
and/or change the Corstitution of the Comimonwailth of Puetto Rico,

Approved by the Goveraing Bougd of the Populir Defoeratic Party
: On Outober 15, 1998






